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defined as: “those waters and substrate
necessary to fish for spawning, breeding,
feeding, or growth to maturity.”
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Marine Water Column

Live/Hard Bottoms

Coral & Coral Reefs
Artificial/Manmade Reefs
Sargassum

Estuarine Emergent Wetlands
Estuarine Scrub/Shrub Mangroves
Submerged Aguatic Vegetation
Intertidal Flats

Oyster Reefs & Shell Banks
Estuarine Water Column
Palustrine Emergent & Forested Wetlands
Aquatic Beds
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Docks and Piers
Marinas

Boat Ramps

Beach Renourishment
Canals and Ditches
Impoundments

Bridges, Roads and
Runways

Oil and Gas Exploration
and Production

Ocean Dumping
Power Facilities

-

Ocean Dredged Material
Disposal Sites

Housing/Commercial
Developments

Cables, Pipelines,
Transmission Lines

Bulkheads and
Breakwaters

Sewage Treatment

Water
Intakes/Discharges

Aquaculture
Artificial Reefs
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Dredging (turbidity, sedimentation, contaminates)

Dredge Disposal (turbidity, sedimentation, contaminates)
Displacement (loss of physical habitat)

Filling (burial of vegetation and fauna)

Shad;ng of submerged/emergent vegetation (from docks and
piers

Acoustic pollution from pile drivers, bridge removal

Water quality degradation

Pollution

Introduction of exotic species/diseases



Dredging example—adverse impacts

eDredging may impact infaunal and bottom dwelling
organisms (prey of managed species) at the site and
force mobile animals such as fish to exit the area.

Turbidity plumes of suspended particulates may
reduce light penetratlon and lower the rate of
photosynthe5|s of seagrasse.s an;;l cause stress to
corals. 7If coqditn ns persist, fish-may suffer reduced
feedlh‘g ablllty am perlehce resplratlon problems.
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