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Oculina Research and MonitoringOculina Research and Monitoring

In  April 2004 the prohibition of fishing for species in 
the Snapper Grouper complex in the Oculina
Experimental Closed Area was extended indefinitely.  

Snapper Grouper Amendment 13A also requires:

(1) The size and configuration reviewed within three 
years of the implementation date and;

(2) A 10-year re-evaluation be conducted for the 
area.  

(3) An Evaluation Plan be developed to address 
needed monitoring and research, outreach, and 
enforcement efforts within one year of 
implementation of the Amendment.















Deepwater Coral Research and Monitoring PlanDeepwater Coral Research and Monitoring Plan

I. Mapping the distribution and abundance of 
deepwater corals 

1. Identify the location of deepwater corals
2. Characterize the biotic components of 
deepwater coral ecosystems 
3. Characterize the abiotic components and 
geological framework of deepwater coral 
habitats 
4. Map human activities that may impact 
deepwater corals 
5. Develop and coordinate mapping strategies 



Deepwater Coral Research and Monitoring PlanDeepwater Coral Research and Monitoring Plan

II. Biology of Deepwater Coral Ecosystems 

1. Characterize physiological ecology of 
habitat-forming coral species 

2. Characterize the ecology of deepwater 
coral communities 

3. Biogeographic and taxonomic studies 

4. Evaluate the condition of deepwater 
coral ecosystems



Deepwater Coral Research and Monitoring PlanDeepwater Coral Research and Monitoring Plan

III. Paleo-climate Analysis 
– 1. Understand previous environmental conditions to 
hypothesize historical fish populations 

– 2. Link changes in biodiversity with climate changing

– 3. Investigate the use of paleo-climate data for climate 
modeling 

– 4. Measure CO2 dissolution in the oceans 

– 5. Teleconnections – complex feedback patterns involved 
in long-distance processes where the effect of an 
environmental event occurring in one place also shows 
up in another (e.g. African dust) 

– 6. Model future climate change 



Additional Plans to be incorporated into the Additional Plans to be incorporated into the 

Fishery Ecosystem PlanFishery Ecosystem Plan

Sargassum Research and Monitoring Plan Sargassum Research and Monitoring Plan 

Ocean Observing Systems to Support Fisheries Ocean Observing Systems to Support Fisheries 

Oceanography ResearchOceanography Research

Habitat Characterization and Mapping Strategy to Habitat Characterization and Mapping Strategy to 

Support the Coral, Coral Reef and Live/Hard Bottom Support the Coral, Coral Reef and Live/Hard Bottom 

Fishery Management PlanFishery Management Plan


