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Protected Resources 
Research and Mgmt Services 

Conservation and Management Programs

• Stranding Network 
Coordination

– Coordinates and implements 
regional networks for stranded 
marine mammals and sea turtles 
with universities, state agencies, 
and private organizations



Marine Mammal Health and Marine Mammal Health and 
Stranding Response ProgramStranding Response Program

Components (NEPA Review)
• Stranding Network
• Disentanglement Network
• Unusual Mortality Events
• Biomonitoring
• Tissue/Serum Bank
• Analytical Quality Assurance
• Information Management

Total Cetacean Strandings By Region 2000

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

Southeast Northeast Northwest Alaska Southwest

Region

N
o.

 O
f S

tra
nd

in
gs

Total
Live
Dead
Released



Habitat Conservation
Research and Mgmt Services 

Sustainable Habitat Management 
Programs

• Habitat Science/Research 
Programs
– Conduct studies to determine 

effects of fishing on benthic 
habitat in US waters

– Support habitat research 
including ecosystem restoration 
program evaluations



Keys Wide Cruise 2002
Covered:      230 Miles in 30 Days
Involved:          8 Organizations

52 Divers
Completed 1806 Research Dives









Exploited Coral Reef Fishes
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Overfishing (30% SPR)

Florida Keys 2000

65% Overfished
88% (206 species) are unknown Ault et al. 1997. 2nd World Fisheries Congress

Ault et al. 1998. Fishery Bulletin



T. Lee, UM/RSMAS



Marine 
Ecosystem
Model

Human Dimension

Biotic Dimension

Ecosystem Goods   &     Services

Ecosystem Structure & Function

- Impacts
+ Restoration

Physical Dimension
(Geology, Oceanography, Climate)
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