
 

 

Additional Information 

 

Available habitat: (from 2000 FWRI reef Atlas:  Benthic habitats of the 

Florida Keys, FMRI Tech report TR4 51 pages. FKNMS + Dry Tortugas National 

Park - provided by Dr. Walt Jaap): 

 

Patch Reef:  3,370 hectares; 8,330 Acres 

Outer Reef: 29,550 hectares; 73,010 Acres 

Seagrass: 292,520 hectares; 722,840 Acres 

Hard bottom:  82,370 hectares; 203,540 Acres 

Bare Substrate: 14,820 hectares; 36,630 Acres    

Unknown/uninterpreted: 74,170 hectares; 183,270 Acres 

 

 

Octocoral density: means range from ~7 col/m
2
 to ~25 col/m

2
.   

However, these densities include G. ventalina which is a prohibited 

species and is a common gorgonian in the Keys and SE FL. (Vanessa 

Brinkhuis,FWRI). 

 

Species harvested: (provided by Dr. Henry Feddern. Data for 2008) 

 

 

Rank # 
Sold 

Species Waters Habitat Bottom Type Depth (ft) Dist. from Shore 

1 2409 Diodogorgia nodulifera State SE Florida bedrock ridge 70-100  1 Mile 

2 1855 Muriceopsis flavida State Upper 
Keys 

bedrock & patch 
reef 

10-15  1-2 Miles 

3 1816 Swiftia exserta State SE Florida bedrock ridge 60-90  1 Mile 

4 1568 Pseudopterogorgia 
elizabethii 

Federal Upper 
Keys 

forereef 50-80  3.5 Miles 

5 1175 Muricea sp. State Upper 
Keys 

smooth bedrock 10-15  0.5-1 Mile 

6 1003 Pseudopterogorgia sp. State Upper 
Keys 

smooth bedrock 3-15  Shore to 1 Mile 

7 964 Pseudopterogorgia sp. State Upper 
Keys 

patch reef 10-15  1-2 Miles 

8 823 Plexaurella sp. State Upper 
Keys 

smooth bedrock 10-15  0.5-1 Mile 

9 739 Pterogorgia anceps State Upper 
Keys 

smooth bedrock 3-10  Shore to 0.5 Mile 

10 659 Pterogorgia citrina State Upper 
Keys 

smooth bedrock 10-20  1-2 Miles 

 

 

Top 3 species are not some of the more common species recorded in the 

field because they are deeper species.  These deeper species are more 

colorful (reds and orange) than some shallow water species( Vanessa 

Brinkhuis,FWRI). 


































	A38_AdditionalOctocoralInfo.pdf
	Octocoral as EFH_Wheaton1999.pdf
	img-Y121234-0001
	img-Y121234-0002.pdf


