March 3, 2009

Duane Harris, Chair

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council
4055 Faber Place Drive, Suite 201

North Charleston, SC 29405

Dear Mr. Harris,

We are writing to respectfully request your consideration of a catch shares (LAP) program for the South
Atlantic snapper grouper fishery. Our fishery is in trouble, and we are very concerned about the
upcoming closures and potentially significantly reduced total allowable catches/ annual catch limits.

Catch shares are in place in the Gulf of Mexico and elsewhere in the United States and around the world.
We are hearing more and more from these fishermen that catch shares are working. Fishermen are
catching less fish and making more money, are freed from much of the “red tape” associated with
traditional management measures.

Whether voluntary or not, we want to see a catch shares program considered and analyzed for all 73
species in the snapper grouper fishery to improve the economics of the fishery and ease other
restrictions, to the extent possible, such as season closures or large area closures. We are all good
stewards of the resource and want to see healthy fishery and a thriving commercial industry. We think
catch shares is the way to end overfishing while still being able to make a living as commercial
fishermen.

We understand that a Snapper Grouper LAP Workgroup met over a year period and developed
recommendations for a snapper grouper catch shares program. We urge the Council to revisit the final
Workgroup report for guidance and initial fishermen input on design.

To this end, at the June 2009 Council meeting, we would like the full Council to consider a snapper

grouper limited access privilege program (LAP) amendment to begin development and analysis of catch
shares for the snapper grouper fishery.

Thank you for your immediate consideration.

Sincerely,

Vers 150,






